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Weaving the community together
Volunteering benefits both the person donating their time and those they support. 

Sophie Boladeras meets some of the island’s finest volunteers 
and discovers the benefits of working for free.

• Dedicated and specialised – Waiheke’s only full service, independent property management company focused exclusively on long-term rentals
• Local and experienced – Two decades of experience with an unparalleled knowledge of the local market
• Attentive and reliable – A transparent, no-nonsense and personal approach you can rely on, we’re here when you need us 
•  Trustworthy and professional – With our exceptional attention to detail and expert knowledge,  you can always trust that your property and your  

tenants are in the best possible hands
• Cost effective – Superior personalised service for affordable fees

You deserve a reliable Property Manager who is available when you need them and genuinely cares.
To find out more or book an obligation-free appraisal, call Nelly on 021 542 124 or email nelly@waihekebestrentals.co.nz

STOP your investment property from getting away from you
As Waiheke’s only independent Property Management company, we specialise exclusively in long-term rentals, our expert knowledge of the local market  
and dedicated, personal approach takes the hassle out of managing your investment.
You deserve a dependable Property Manager who cares about your property just as much as you do. Contact Waiheke Best Rentals & Property Management  
today to discuss how we can take the stress out of managing your rental property.

Feeling stressed about changes to rental property regulations and tenancy law? 
Struggling to manage all the demands of property maintenance, find great tenants or maximise returns? Let us help!  

Community can be defined in multiple 
ways: a unified body of individuals; people 
with common interests living in a particu-
lar area; a group of people with a common 
characteristic within a larger society; or as a 
social state or condition. 

How has a sense of community on 
Waiheke developed? Is it because of an ac-
tive group of people pursuing shared inter-
ests, in the arts, environment or sports? Be-
cause they come together regularly to reach 
goals, to develop hobbies, to replant dunes or 
to drink coffee?

One aspect of community creation is vol-
unteering, and opportunities to do so on 
Waiheke are abundant. Supporting others 
creates and cultivates a community that cares, 
and a new website is making the process eas-
ier by pairing potential volunteers with or-
ganisations looking for support. 

“’Making a Difference’ or ‘MAD’ sets up 
local not-for-profit organisations with volun-
teers,” says organiser Pam Oliver. 

“It’s part of Project Forever Waiheke, 
which is about developing sustainable com-
munities and tourism, and a key goal is to 
promote community engagement.

“It’s a place for people to go who aren’t 
quite sure what they want to get involved in. 
For those who are new to the island, or come 
over on weekends, it’s an excellent way to 
meet new people.”

 

Anna Dawson
Ocean-lover Anna Dawson sailed with her 
partner from New Zealand to Tonga, Fiji, 
Tuvalu, Kiribati and the Marshall Islands. 

“It was in the Marshalls, these remote and 
incredibly beautiful 
atolls that we found a 
lot of plastic,” she 
says. 

This experience ig-
nited a flurry of re-
search as Anna strove 
to find out why there 
was an accumulation 
of plastics in the area 
when it seemed the lo-
cals were mainly consuming breadfruit and 
fish. 

“These experiences took a while to settle, 
but when they did, it became clear we needed 
to do something about the issue of plastic in 
the ocean,” she says. 

“We watched documentaries like ‘Bag It’, 
and ‘A Plastic Ocean’, and consumed as 
much information as we could.” 

Since moving to Waiheke in 2017, Anna 
set up her business, Plastic Free Pantry, and 
regularly organises volunteer-led beach 
cleanups. She’s also volunteered in local 
community gardens and alongside the 

Waiheke Resources 
Trust organising 
events for Plastic 
Free July. 
How do you think 
volunteering bene-
fits the community?

 “Working towards 
a common goal is 
the foundation of a 
thriving community, 

and so volunteer efforts strengthen commu-
nities.”

Anna Dawson regularly volunteers her time removing trash from Waiheke’s beaches.

After sailing through the Pacific Anna was inspired to begin working to 
clean up the ocean.

“Being out volunteering 
in beach cleanups makes 

me endeavour to live 
without using plastic.” 

- Anna Dawson
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Your local authorised Husqvarna Dealer:

WWW.HUSQVARNA.COM
*Valid from 01/09/19 – 31/12/19 while stocks last, 
at participating Husqvarna Dealers only.

NEW!
HUSQVARNA

SPRAYERS

Extra comfort 
backpack harness 
with lumbar support. 
Efficient, no-leak and 
easy repair. Genuine 
Viton®  seals, and 
multiple nozzles 
including 25PSI 
pressure regulator.

15L SPRAYER

RRP

$219

NEWDurable and efficient with 
genuine Viton® seals, 
reinforced PVC hose, 
extra long 25” (635mm) 
stainless steel wand 
with poly liner, tear-drop 
design and multiple 
nozzles included.

8L SPRAYER

NEW

RRP

$79

Perfect for smaller 
jobs or spot treatment 
applications. Genuine 
Viton® seals, weighted 
dip tube, integrated 
pressure relief valve 
and includes multiple 
nozzles

1.5L SPRAYER

NEW

RRP

$29

25 Tahi Rd, Ostend
Ph 372 4096
027 278 5707

imechmowers.co.nz

What long-term impact do you want your 
volunteer work to have for the island?

“Beach cleanups don’t have an obvious long 
term impact unfortunately, as a lot of the 
rubbish gets washed up in storms and is sub-
ject to the global plastic situation. However, 
they bring people together in a moment and 
there tend to be significant initiatives com-
ing out of them. 

“One concrete thing we have started doing 
is recording data from our cleanups as part of 
the Sustainable Coastlines national litter da-
tabase. This will be used to help inform poli-
cy change. Being out volunteering in beach 
cleanups personally makes me more driven to 
live that cause in our home and to endeavour 
to live without using plastic.”  
Why would you encourage others to get 
involved?

“It’s an excellent way to catch up with peo-
ple, and chatting and doing physical work at 
the same time feels innate. The more some 

of us work on computers, the less we get 
these opportunities and physical volunteer 
work such as beach cleanups, community 
gardening, tree planting, whatever it may 
be, seem to almost fill a hole.”

David Grove
David Grove is using his accreditation as 
a Justice of the Peace to support locals and 
visitors to the island. David is a former pres-
ident of the Auckland Justices of the Peace 
Association and was recently appointed 

a life member. JPs play a critical role and 
David has served tirelessly in the Waiheke 
community.
What do you do in your voluntary role?

“I helped to set up authorised Justice of 
the Peace service desks, and there are now 
around 67 in the Auckland region. Being a 
JP used to be considered a real honour – for 
that reason, many people would become JPs 
but wouldn’t necessarily be active in the 
role. At the library, I see up to 20 people per 
week and support them with ministerial JP 
duties, which include witnessing signatures, 
certifying copies, documents and proof of 
identity.” 
How does volunteering contribute to your 
life?

“I enjoy interacting with people. It’s great to 
be able to offer a free service, in particular 
when people from other countries like Ar-
gentina can utilise my services they’re often 
surprised that we provide this free of charge. 

“I came to Waiheke as a stranger, but vol-
unteering enabled me to immediately become 
part of the community. If I didn’t do that, I 
could have remained a stranger for a long 
time. There is a need for volunteers here.”

 

Jules Pattison
Jules and her husband were married on 

David Grove volunteers his time as 
an accredited Justice of the Peace 
at Waiheke Library. Photo Sophie 
Boladeras

“Biodiversity benefits 
everyone; it brings back 
native birdlife, fauna and 

flora.” 
- Jules Pattison

Jules Pattison right with members of the Kaitiaki of Newton Reserve 
team.

“I came to Waiheke as a 
stranger, but volunteering 

enabled me to become 
part of the community 

immediately. If I didn’t do 
that, I could have remained 
a stranger for a long time.” 

- David Grove

WALKING DISTANCE FROM FERRY TERMINAL

$79*EXAM, X-RAY & CLEAN
No interest or payment for 12 months with Q Card

CROWNS/VENEERS/BRIDGE
All Ceramic EMax / Zirconia. See before and 
after photos on Facebook and Website$950*

Experienced General, Cosmetic and Invisalign Dentists.  
Member of New Zealand Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

QUAY STREET DENTAL
8 Quay Street, Parnell, Auckland Phone 09 379 4888

www.quaystreetdental.co.nz
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Rick Hamilton 0277 857 001 
waihekeblinds@gmail.com

Waiheke 
Blinds & Awnings

WIND – RAIN – SUN
We have you covered

Waiheke and moved here this year after re-
tiring from hectic jobs in Auckland city as 
health professionals. Despite only moving 
to the island recently, Jules has been a vol-
unteer here working to regenerate Newton 
Reserve for the past ten years. Until 2016 
she also volunteered for the Citizens’ Ad-
vice Bureau in Oneroa.
How does volunteering benefit your life?

 “I love being busy. I love to walk in the 
reserve and I’m always amazed at how well 
the regenerated bush is doing. I love meet-
ing the volunteers each month and enjoy the 
fact that they all work for the good of others. 
The progress that is made by volunteers in 
the reserve inspires me to keep working on 
our goals.” 
How does volunteering benefit others? 
“Biodiversity benefits everyone. It brings 
back native birdlife, fauna and flora. Visi-
tors to the island walking along the track be-
tween Little Oneroa and the end of Newton 
Road have been able to enjoy the restored 
ecology and many have stopped and con-
gratulated us on the wonderful progress.”
Why would you encourage others to get 

involved?

“Being involved in our project is a real 
pleasure. Every month a bunch of us from a 
diverse range of backgrounds meet to plant 
and weed in the reserve. Some volunteers 
have been coming for years, and some are 
new to the project. 

“We see the results of previous efforts en-
hancing the environment. We have lunch and 
a laugh at the end of the morning. We learn 
from each other as well as from the owner of 
the nursery that provides our plants.” 

 

Tim Feather
Tim, who coordinates a community weed 
and pest control project in Te Aroha Valley, 
was introduced to the island by his wife 
Jackie in the 1980s. 

“She had a bach here, we fell in love and 
the rest is history, including her selling it, but 
that’s another story,” he says. The couple 
bought a section in the valley in 2002 with 
the dream of building. In 2015 they built a 
lovely little house nestled in the regenerating 
bush – a short walk to Hekerua Bay. 

What volunteer projects have you been 
involved in on Waiheke?

 “I initiated and am a coordinator for a com-
munity weed and pest control project in Te 
Aroha Valley that has been running since 
the beginning of this year. It is a beautiful 
valley, formerly farmland, with regenerat-
ing bush and no road access. 

“Everyone who lives in the valley has to 
walk in and building here is a challenge 
which has resulted in fewer properties and 
more forest. The problem we have is that 
weeds and predators multiply faster than the 

forest. Part of what we are doing is restoring 
the wetland areas of the stream and revegetat-
ing along it, which will reduce pollution en-
tering the sea.”
How does volunteering benefit your life?

“I get to be part of a community of people 
who are passionate about caring for their 
environment and form new friendships 
along the way. I am a landscape architect by 
profession as well, and this project allows 
me to use my skills to benefit the environ-
ment and the community.” 
Why would you encourage others to get 
involved?

 “It’s good for the soul, and you get to meet 
your neighbours, get fit, watch the fruits of 
your labours grow, contribute your skills 
and learn new ones.” •

Tim Feather coordinates a community weed and pest control project in Te Aroha Valley that has been running since the beginning of this year.

Tim Feather says he loves being 
part of a community of people who 
are passionate about caring for the 
environment.

“Volunteering is good for 
the soul and you get to 
meet your neighbours, 

get fit, watch the fruits of 
your labour grow, contrib-
ute your skills and learn 

new ones.” 
- Tim Feather

WOULD YOU LOVE YOUR NEW LANDSCAPE TO BE 
BEAUTIFUL, STYLISH AND ECO-FRIENDLY?

If so, lets talk about how I can help you create a, stylish, beautiful and 
ecologically friendly, landscape suited to Waiheke conditions, that you will love!
Services
• Residential and commercial landscape design and project management
• Landscape assessments and resource consents
• Revegetation and restoration planting design
• Award winning, 30 years experience

Waiheke and Auckland based: 
Ph: 027 203 5155 · email: tim@tfl a.co.nz

Call me now for a free consultation (normal value $250.00) limited time only

Waiheke and Auckland based: 

TIM  FEATHER  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECT (BLA; Dip LD)

 If you’re looking for volunteers or would 
like to offer your services as a volunteer, 
visit foreverwaiheke.com and click on 
the ‘madaboutwaiheke’ tab. 


