Print page

l1ofl

Gulf News, 26 March 2020

https://gulfnews.partica.online/gulf-news/26-march-2020/flipbook/9/

NEWS

Gotta get yourself connected

Faced with alevel four coronavirus shut-
down it was always likely that Waiheke’s
best and brightest would put their heads
togethertomakesureisland residentscan
still stay connected.

Emma Morris, Fiona Gregory, and Todd
O’Hara from Little Green Dog decided to
createavirtualmarketplacetoputwould-be
volunteersin contact withthosewhomight
need their help during the next few weeks.

Thethree Waihekeresidentssetouttoen-
surethatmembersofthecommunitywillbe
able toaccess the things they need whilein
isolation and, with the endorsement of the

were ready to step up and assist, they
just needed a coordinated way to do it.

“Iwasn’t content with just waiting out
theshutdown fromthe couch,solreached
out to Fiona who left a comment saying
they were working on something and I
offered to help however I could.

“What we came up with was a simple
database that connects people who want
to help with people who need it. I hope
that through the work that we’re doing
now, we can connect our community and
bring hope to people who need help.”

Fionasaiditwasonlynaturalfor Waiheke

localboard, theycreated residentstoreachoutin
the Waiheke Volunteer times of distress.
Connection (WVC). “Our wonderful “Our wonderful
This is a database P : Waiheke community
of people who require Waiheke community has many volunteers
assistance and people has many volunteers and we’re a commu-
who can offer assis- gnd we'rea community nity that supports
tance. Help can range each other. We know
from simple tasks like that supports each people will want to
collecting groceries  other. We know people  help during the Cov-
and medicine, to walk- - id-19 shutdown, but
ing a pet, delivering Wlll want to h_elp don’tnecessarily know
firewood or just a sim- dunng the Covid-19 how,” she said.
ple phone call to chat shutdown. but don't “At the same time,
about their day. o »  Deople may not know
Todd said the deci- Necessarily knowhow." oy to ask for help if
sion to find an inno- they are worried or
vative online solution potentially vulnerable.

to being kept apart physically during the
lockdown came fromseeingjusthowmany
people reached out to offer help as soon
as the alert level four restrictions were
putin place.

“People react in a lot of different ways
tostressfulsituations. What’sbeen amaz-
ing is the Waiheke community’s default
response of wanting to help,” he said.

“On every post about there being an
issue on the community page there were
multiple comments of people wanting
to help solve it. I could see that people

We hope to connect people in their own
neighbourhoodssowecanallsupporteach
other during the coming weeks.”

Emma, who is part of the Waiheke
Collective, said the database may be a
simple thing to have created but it could
have a large effect.

“The key thing is making sure we
remain connected, even while we are
needing to be physically isolated. With
compassion and collaboration we can
support our community through uncer-
tainty and change to come out stronger
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and more resilient.”

To getinvolved either as a volunteer or
if you would like someone to help you or
chatwith, youcansignupusinganonline
form at tinyurl.com/WVC2020 -
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