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Electrifying first for Waiheke drivers

Waiheke’s electric ambitions continue to
gain momentum with Vector announcing
theinstallationof 80 electric vehiclesmart
chargersin homesacross theisland, along
with10 publicEV chargersand one mobile
charger.

“We are really pleased to have
received this grant from Energy Ef-
ficiency and Conservation Author-
ity (EECA),” says Vector’s product,

technology and innovation general location for not only
manager Cristiano Marantes. these chargers but many

“The funding will support us things that will come out
to put in place the technology : TS
needed to support Waiheke’s goal 11! the future is brilliant.
of becoming the world’s first fully - Vern Whitehead

electricisland.”

The process around determining
charging locations and access will be
led and facilitated by the Electric Island
Waiheke Trust, whichisformally endorsed
by the Waiheke Local Board. The group
is currently running a scoping process to
understand specificrequirementstomake
those decisions. They will also determine
where the public chargers will be located.

There are several options available for
the mobile charger, including a roadside

§ «House Sites
* Driveways
* Site clearance
* Demolition
* Metal Supplies
* Pile foundations
* Rock breaking
* Footings
* Slip retention

* Retaining walls
* Barrier pile wall

¢ Commercial
excavations

* Underhouse
excavations

* Floor slabs
* Rock drilling
* Confined spaces
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“The fact that [Vector]
sees Waiheke as a test

assistance-type service and a portable
charger on wheels that could be used
withoutanallocated parking space. These
technologies are available overseas, but
this would be the first implementation in
New Zealand according to Vector.

“We anticipate that installa-
tion of the first residential charger will
occur before the end of the year, with the
others consecutively rolled out in 2020,”
says Vector communications specialist
Rachel Reynolds.

“We were over the moon to hear this
is going ahead,” says Vern Whitehead of
Electric Island Waiheke and publisher of
EVtalk magazine.

“The fact that they see Waiheke as a
test location for not only these chargers
but many things that will come outin the
future is brilliant.

“Theinitiative will also be the first stage
in bringing smart charging to homes on
Waiheke, which will defer any need to
upgrade the cable supplying power. It also
brings closer ElectricIsland Waiheke’saim
of having an electric-only community -
possibly the first residential island in the
world to do so - by 2030.”
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Auckland Mayor Phil Goff says the ini-
tiative will make owning or using electric
vehicles on Waiheke more viable for more
people, including visitors from the main-
land and will increase theresilience of the

network as adoption increases.
According to the NZTA, there are
currently 101 registered electric
vehicles on Waiheke, although
Vern believes this number is
likely tobehigherassomeare
registered off-island.
“Our own Nissan Leaf is
registered off-island as part
of our company fleet. It is
thought that the true number
of EVs based on Waiheke is well
over 100.”
Light vehicles are responsible for 13
percentof New Zealand’stotalgreenhouse
gas emissions, making the EV sector “the
biggest opportunity to reduce energy-re-
lated emissions,” accordingtoEECA’s chief
executive Andrew Caseley.

“New Zealand’slight vehicleimportsare
among the most emissions-intensive and
least fuel-efficient in the OECD, as most
other countries already have efficiency
standards.

‘Thelowest-emission vehiclesavailable
are EVs, but so far only 0.4 percent of the
vehicle fleet is electric, with about 14,500
EVs currently registered in New Zealand."

With petrol prices at $2.65 per litre this
week, it’snotsurprisingthat Waiheke’s EV
uptake is snowballing.

“Theboardbackedlocaladvocacygroup
Electric Island to lead on achieving the
infrastructure the island needs for EVs,”
says chairperson Cath Handley.

Ms Handley is aiming to bring AT, Vec-
tor and Electric Island together to ensure
chargingportsareavailablein publicareas
onpublicland suchasoutside the Waiheke
Sustainability Centre on Mako Street.

“The results of this collaboration are
breathtaking! This is such great news for
our community.” » Sophie Boladeras
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